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Media Release

16 March 2009
Extra spending on transport welcome
Trucking operators will welcome the extra almost $1 billion which will be spent on state highways over the next three years and the assurances that the road transport industry will not be charged more than their fair share of the extra injection of funding into roads in future, Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says.

“We never enjoy an increase in charges, but the road transport industry appreciates the Minister of Transport, Steven Joyce, consulting closely with the Forum on the process to be followed for increasing charges to maximise the benefits and minimise any adverse effects.  The Minister has recognised that increased charges need to be carefully managed because of the intense financial pressures transport operators and their clients are under and has taken this into account.  We thank him for that and for deciding to delay the increase in Road User Charges until the findings of the independent working group on road user charges are available so they can be taken into account to ensure that all road user groups are treated equitably.
“The Minister understands the need for legislation to be passed to give trucking operators advice of increases in their road user charges well ahead of time while at the same time preventing bulk forward buying by some operators to avoid paying the higher charges.”
Mr Friedlander says that trucking operators strongly supported the dropping of the regional fuel taxes because they were an inefficient way to raise extra revenue and just duplicated the already cumbersome Road User Charges system, which they want to see replaced with a more efficient and less wasteful system. 

“A cost-effective road transport industry is integral to New Zealand’s economic recovery, as the Minister has acknowledged.  There’s a direct linkage between economic growth and demand for road transport.  Having an efficient roading network and an equitable system for charging truck operators will make a vital contribution to New Zealand’s economic recovery.  We applaud the Government for recognising the need for greater long-term investment in New Zealand’s roads as we know that investment will deliver very high rates of return to the nation.”
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