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Media Release

23 June 2005

Increased road funding welcomed

The Road Transport Forum is very pleased to hear there is going to be a substantial increase in spending on new roads, the Forum’s Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says. 

“Probably of equal importance is the fact that the Government has finally acknowledged that its level of investment in improving the roading network in recent years has been inadequate and that it is now moving to rectify this.

“While the Forum welcomes the extra funding, we look forward to seeing details of the specific projects to make sure the injection of capital is going to be invested in an efficient and effective way. Because this is a one-off opportunity it is particularly important to get this extra spending right. With the close proximity of the election it is vital that this money is not invested in a politically expedient fashion. 

“Mr Cullen is right to say that motorists, consumers and businesses will welcome this apparent windfall, but the road transport industry, and I would imagine all other road users, will be concerned to ensure the money is not allocated to projects that don’t deliver the best return for the money.”
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