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Media Release
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A compelling case for more road investment

A billion dollar boost to the New Zealand economy and a significant reduction in road deaths and major injuries are compelling reasons for accelerated investment in New Zealand roading network says Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Tony Friedlander, commenting on Benefits of Investing in New Zealand’s Road Infrastructure by the Allen Consulting Group.

“The road transport industry hopes Government will read the report carefully and absorb its core message: increased spending on New Zealand’s roads will deliver enormous benefits to all New Zealanders in terms of more income, more jobs, a boost to Government revenues and safer roads.  But this will only happen if action is taken up now to increase the funding going into the roading network.  A 40% return on investment in the four projects investigated in the report offers a real incentive to raise the money and get on with them.

“Investment in roading is often presented as an either/or choice.  You can have better roads but that will mean spending in other areas will have to be slashed.  This report proves New Zealand can accelerate improvement of its roading network which will generate extra funding for hospitals and the like.”

Mr Friedlander says that investment in roads has not kept pace with growth in GDP or road use over the past decade.  New Zealand’s investment performance has been poor compared to most other OECD countries over this period too.  “What we are really talking about is a catch up which will deliver enormous benefits to all New Zealanders.”
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