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Log barging proposal should be sunk

Environment Bay of Plenty will be putting the environment and recreational and commercial boat owners at serious risk if it decides to go ahead with a proposal to barge logs from Te Kaha to Mount Maunganui, says Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander.

“It would be a disaster waiting to happen.  Large quantities of bark and other rubbish will be stripped off the logs in even moderately rough weather.

“In storms logs or even a whole load could be lost, posing a serious risk to anyone at sea in a small craft.  For example a single log could hole the fibreglass boat which takes up to 65 visitors on the highly popular trip out to White Island most days of the year.

“Beaches from Opotiki through Whakatane, Pukehina, Maketu, Papamoa and Mount Maunganui will be fouled.  I am sure the rapidly growing number of residents and holiday makers don’t fully appreciate how grotty and littered their beaches could become.  Tourism operators should be particularly concerned.

“Te Kaha will be totally spoilt of course and there will be a major risk to micro-ecosystems right round the coast.”

Mr Friedlander says that taking some logging trucks off the road may appear attractive at first sight, but the costs are potentially huge.  “As well as the environment costs, the region will be seriously weakening its case to have the coastal state highway improved to give a safer, more convenient drive for all road users.”

Road users will notice relatively little difference in traffic too.  The road will still be used by a large number of logging trucks plus a wide variety of other vehicles including delivery trucks, rural transport operators, locals and the growing number of tourists and holiday makers passing through.
To top it off, the cost-benefit analysis of the barging proposal prepared for Environment Bay of Plenty is seriously flawed Mr Friedlander says.  “We have had their report analysed by Transport Engineering Research, one of New Zealand’s leading transport consultancies.  TERNZ has identified some major errors.  The road maintenance figure is far too high.  The number of accidents and fatalities involving trucks is seriously over estimated.  No barging costs have been included.

“The project is uneconomic and does not meet the requirements of the Land Transport Management Act.”

Mr Friedlander says it is time Environment Bay of Plenty took off its rose-tinted spectacles.  “Barging isn’t the solution from heaven some people think it is.  There are real costs and real dangers which say the whole idea should be sunk.”
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