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Media Release

Tuesday March 27 2007

Transit not to blame for Wellington bypass

Transit NZ should not be blamed for the fact the Wellington inner city bypass is not meeting people’s expectations, Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says.  “As yesterday’s relatively smooth introduction of the southern route shows, Transit has made a pretty good job of a very bad decision by the Environment Court which buckled before a small but very noisy group of professional protestors.

“The result is a flawed design which won’t meet Wellington’s traffic needs into the future.  The protestors have lost out too.  They objected to the original proposal to build the bypass below ground level which would have allowed north-south traffic to quickly, quietly and almost unnoticeably flow through the area.  What they’ve got is a series of ground level intersections with traffic continually stopping and starting. How this is better for the local community escapes me.  Everyone has been a loser from this dumb decision by the Environment Court.”

Mr Friedlander says the bypass isn’t the only example of bad decision making by the Environment Court.  “The decision to allow parked cars to block lanes on the Mana Esplanade is another instance of a compromise solution by the Court which doesn’t work.

“Hopefully the Court will learn from its mistakes and stop seriously inconveniencing the general public by pandering to small groups of professional protestors.”
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