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Media Release

1 July 2010
Western Ring Route commitment a milestone
The Government’s commitment of over $2 billion to complete the Western Ring Route will be very welcome news to trucking operators and their clients throughout the Auckland region says Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Ken Shirley. “It is a vital step in easing the congestion that has increasingly plagued all Auckland road users and trucking operators for many years. This is the final link needed to provide an alternative route with the improved travel times it promises.”
Mr Shirley says the announcement marks another important event. “This is the first time the national consenting process has been used for a roading project. So the Government is to be congratulated not just for the funding decision but equally importantly for using the new consenting process to achieve a more reasonable and predictable time frame for decision making.
“The Forum’s consistent criticism of previous design decisions for this section of the Western Ring Route for the excessive costs they would have imposed are well known. With this decision the Government has balanced the need to take into account the legitimate concerns of local residents with the need to control costs. We have a solution which we understand has strong community support and will meet future traffic growth for some time. It’s a successful outcome for everyone, and especially for the businesses and shops throughout Auckland for whom a cost efficient and reliable trucking service is essential in the current economic times,” Mr Shirley says.
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