[image: image1.jpg]



Media Release

22 November 2007

Higher fuel prices mean trucking companies should review their client lists

Trucking companies should have a hard look at their client lists and weed out those who are resisting rates being adjusted in line with higher fuel prices, says Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander in response to near record prices for diesel. 

“A minority of clients are trying to refuse any changes in cartage costs despite the massive increase in fuel and other costs for the road transport industry.  In view of the trucking industry’s very fine margins that’s putting the viability of the operators affected at risk.  At the same time the industry generally is struggling with a lack of suitable drivers and heavy demand for freight services, so operators don’t have to put up with unrealistic clients.

“Our advice to members who are being squeezed by increased costs and the driver shortage is to tell those clients who are trying to play hardball to find another carrier.  Their best strategy for long-term survival is to focus on clients who understand that the increased costs have to be passed on and appreciate the importance of quality, reliable service.” 
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