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Media Release
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Roadside drug testing needed now
The Road Transport Forum is calling on Government to introduce drug testing with roadside alcohol breath testing in its 2007 road safety programme, because of rising industry concern over the growing use of so-called recreational drugs within the community. 

“This must mean that the number of drug-affected drivers on the road is also increasing. Roads are our industry’s workplace.  Members of the commercial road transport industry, and especially truck drivers, are being put at ever greater risk of being involved in an accident caused by someone whose driving is drug impaired every day,” Road Transport Forum CEO Tony Friedlander says.  “It is life threatening and needs urgent action.

“The industry has taken the lead in tackling driver drug abuse.  It has adopted a zero tolerance policy on illegal drug consumption and many companies now carry out random drug testing of their staff.  Drug abuse is not a major problem in the industry at the moment.  Police statistics show that less than 1% of all truck accidents have involved drug or alcohol abuse, but the industry has proactively sought to prevent illegal drugs becoming an issue for it and other road users.

“In reality truck drivers are more likely to be the victim not the cause of a drugs-related accident.  Over two thirds of all accidents involving a truck and another vehicle are caused by the other vehicle. It must be more and more likely that drug abuse could be a factor.

“The industry has been told that it will be four years before the Police will be equipped to carry out roadside drug testing.  This is an unacceptable delay.  The Minister of Transport is due to release the Government’s road safety programme for 2007.  The Forum is hopeful Government will make the introduction of roadside drug testing next year a key part of the programme,” Mr Friedlander says.   
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