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Media Release

1 June 2005

Forum backs pro-small business initiatives

Being a founding member of the Fair Trading Coalition (FTC) was a logical decision, Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander said at the Coalition’s official launch in Wellington this evening.  “Road transport is mainly made up of small firms with fewer than 10 employees.  Most of them are family owned.  Supporting an informal organisation that’s dedicated to promoting small-business friendly measures is right in their interests.”

Mr Friedlander said the Forum had given very careful consideration to joining the FTC.  “Our membership ranges from solo owner-drivers to companies with hundreds of employees, so it was important that the Forum didn’t support measures that could potentially disadvantage one group while assisting others.  The measures the FTC is putting forward fit this criterion.  We think some of them, especially the prohibition on unconscionable behaviour and the ability to negotiate collectively with larger customers, could be very positive for smaller trucking businesses.  While there is always an onus on anyone entering a business relationship to make sure they understand what they are committing to, the reality of contract negotiations can be an owner driver on one side and a team of lawyers and accountants on their other.  These proposals help provide a bit of balance.

“Overall, the FTC’s proposals will potentially improve the competitiveness of our smaller members and that has to be good for everyone: the operator, the industry and its customers, consumers and the economy.  All are hugely dependent on an efficient road transport industry.”
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