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Government delay causing unnecessary carbon emissions

Tens of thousands of tonnes of unnecessary CO2 are being pumped into New Zealand’s atmosphere each year because of Government dithering over allowing selected trucks already on New Zealand roads to carry the loads they are designed and built for, says Road Transport Forum CEO Tony Friedlander.

“The Government has been talking up reducing carbon emissions as a priority, yet it still hasn’t acted on a proposal that could be brought in almost immediately, wouldn’t add extra costs, would significantly improve road safety and substantially cut carbon emissions. 

“Having analysed the proposal since Transit suggested it seven years ago, it’s encouraging that the Government is at last considering increased payloads for selected trucks and we commend the Minister of Transport, Annette King, for that.   But it’s time Government stopped talking and made a decision.  There’s no logical reason for its failure to act.”

Mr Friedlander points to Auckland’s demand for aggregate from quarries for its construction industry and collecting milk from farms as just two examples of the carbon savings which could be made. 

“Auckland uses about 10 million tonnes of aggregate a year.  With payloads arbitrarily restricted to 29 tonnes by Government, that’s 690,000 truck trips a year. 

“If these trucks could haul what they are designed to carry and add six tonnes to each load, over 500 truck trips a day or around 138,000 a year would no longer be needed on Auckland’s roads and nearly 9,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions would be cut.”

Milk tankers currently require over half a million trips to collect over 14 billion litres of milk produced annually. 

“Allowing tankers to carry just 5,300 litres more milk would do away with more than 100,000 trips a year, reducing their carbon emissions by around 14,500 tonnes a year.” 

These two industries alone could slash their transport carbon emissions by around 25,000 tonnes a year, Mr Friedlander says.  “Add in groceries, petrol, diesel and LPG deliveries, farm fertiliser and livestock cartage, building materials, cement and readymix concrete, all of which can only travel by truck, and potentially hundreds of thousands of tonnes of CO2 emissions could be saved each year.”

Mr Friedlander says allowing trucks to carry loads they are designed to handle isn’t a radical proposal.  “The same types of trucks we have on New Zealand roads are already carrying similar loads in Australia and Europe every day.

“If Transit could issue permits allowing trucks carrying specified goods to carry increased payloads, there would be no adverse effects on rail or coastal shipping, but there would be fewer trucks on the road and major and immediate environmental gains.

“It’s a new year. Government has been talking the talk on CO² reductions. It’s time for action.” 
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