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Media Release

29 June 2009
Increasing truck productivity good for the economy
Businesses and consumers will directly benefit from the Government’s proposal to raise the payloads trucks can carry, says Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander.

“Raising the maximum weight limit by just six tonnes can improve truck productivity by approximately 20% according to our calculations.  Because the trucking industry is so competitive, much of the cost savings achieved will end up being passed on as lower road transport costs for business and for the goods consumers buy.”
Allowing some trucks to be up to a metre longer will also help boost road transport’s productivity Mr Friedlander says.  “While this will only apply to a relatively small number of trucks, the slight change in dimensions will give operators the opportunity to better tailor their vehicle design to carry certain loads and improve their stability.

“Road transport costs across the Tasman are around 30% cheaper than in New Zealand, in large part because trucks there can be longer and can carry more.  Increasing payloads and slightly changing dimensions help reduce this disadvantage, making New Zealand companies and manufacturers more competitive domestically and in export markets around the world.” 

There will be direct road safety and emissions benefits as well.  “Fewer trips will be needed to move a given load, lessening the risk of accidents.  CO2  emissions would be cut by around 170,000 tonnes a year.  That’s more than four times the savings gained by running the entire heavy trucking fleet on 5% biodiesel.
“New Zealand has to lift its productivity if it is to counter the current recession and achieve the sustained economic growth the Government is targeting.  Allowing trucks to haul the loads they are designed to carry will make a major contribution to reaching these goals,” Mr Friedlander says.
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