[image: image1.jpg]



Media Release

20 August 2009
Consultation on Kapiti Expressway Welcomed
The decision to begin detailed consultation and planning on a new four-lane expressway between MacKays Crossing and north of Otaki is enthusiastically welcomed by our industry, Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander said when he heard the Minister’s announcement today.

“The decision to focus on this Road of National Significance to get construction started as soon as possible makes so much sense.  There is no doubt that the transport benefits this project will deliver will make a strong contribution to economic growth in the region and nationally, through improved traffic flow and more efficient freight movement”, he said.
“A substantially improved State Highway One in the Kapiti area is long overdue and will be a major step forward for local residents and through traffic.  We are delighted to see the project given the attention it deserves, and look forward to the earliest possible decision to begin construction”, Mr Friedlander said.
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