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Pay but have no say

Provisions in the Land Transport Management Amendment Bill excluding road user representatives from Regional Land Transport Committees are totally unacceptable, says Road Transport Forum NZ Chief Executive, Tony Friedlander.

“With the introduction of the hypothecation or dedication of all fuel excise duties to the National Land Transport Fund, motorists and heavy vehicle operators will be the sole source of funding for the New Zealand Transport Agency and will fund about 75% of all transport expenditure across New Zealand.  Yet Local Government New Zealand and the Minister of Transport propose giving road users no say in the development of transport programmes at a regional or national level.

“That is a classic example of taxation without representation and must be rectified,” Mr Friedlander says.

“People from both the New Zealand Automobile Association and the Road Transport Forum have been involved with full voting rights over many years representing the interests of road users.  We do not accept there are any valid reasons for the people who provide the funds being shut out from the decision making.  We will be carefully looking at the other provisions in the Bill, but the move to exclude road users from transport decision making is a glaring injustice which is totally unacceptable.”
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