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Media Release

16 April 2004

One-way truck access through Manawatu Gorge great news for Hawkes Bay businesses

The re-opening of the Manawatu Gorge for trucks traveling west-east from Palmerston North to Woodville from Sunday April 18 will be a great relief for the many Hawkes Bay businesses which have been badly affected by the road’s total closure since the February floods the Road Transport Forum says.  After the Sunday midday reopening, the Gorge will be open on a daily basis for one-way traffic only from 7 am to 5 30pm daily.

“The detour across the Pahiatua Track adds an hour to the journey.  With over 600 trucks making the trip daily, that adds up to a lot of hours and a lot more expense.

“This is why we have been right behind Transit New Zealand getting the Gorge open, even partially, as soon as possible.  It’s fair to say Regional Manager Errol Christiansen has been very understanding of the impact on local businesses and has responded very positively by making it possible for trucks to use the road several weeks ahead of the scheduled reopening on April 27,” says Tom Cloke, the area manager for the Forum’s local branch, the Central Area Road Transport Association.

Mr Cloke says west-east as the one-way traffic route was the logical choice.  “If the Gorge needs closing for safety reasons we can turn trucks traveling west-east around. Going the other way is a lot more difficult.  We can also ‘stack’ vehicles safely on the Manawatu side if the Gorge has to be closed for safety reasons.”

Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says that the long closure of the Gorge was costing the whole country.  “The Hawkes Bay is a significant contributor to the national economy.  The loss of easy access was having a national impact as well as affecting businesses in the Manawatu and Hawkes Bay.  Even having this partial reopening is good news for everyone involved.”
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