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Media Release
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State highway programme a shambles

The shambles in funding New Zealand’s state highway improvements is much worse than Transit is saying, Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says. 

Not only has Transit placed around $1,484 million worth of essential new works outside its 10-year programme, research commissioned by the Forum has exposed billions of dollars more in urgently needed new roading projects which have also been left out of Transit’s 10-year roading plan with no indication of how they will ever be funded.  These are projects which have been identified as necessary by communities across New Zealand.

“The Forum has identified a further $5.7 billion, at a conservative estimate, in priority roading projects that need to be built as soon as possible which are not in Transit’s planning at all.  Transit’s plan is a confession that it will be at least 2016 before they can even be included in the programme and well after that before any construction starts on them.  And with current funding trends, the only realistic conclusion is that some may never even get on the drawing board, let alone built. 

“Added together, that’s nearly $7.2 billion in unfunded but needed new roading.

“These are vital road improvements right across the country we are talking about. Projects like the Warkworth Bypass, and four-laning from Warkworth to Puhoi and from Drury to Waiuku in the Auckland region.  Waikato is in an even worse predicament with seven high priority-projects completely missing. 

“Virtually every part of the country is in the same situation.  The Katikati Bypass in the Bay of Plenty isn’t on the books, upgrading the road through the Paraparas north of Wanganui doesn’t rate and neither does eight-laning the Wellington urban motorway.  In the South Island the equally notorious stretch of SH1 along the Kaikoura coast doesn’t rate a mention. 

“This is just the tip of the iceberg.  There are another $2.5 billion in lower-priority roading projects around the country not included in our estimated $7.2 billion that could also be on Transit’s books.

“It is encouraging to hear Associate Finance Minister Trevor Mallard say that funding will be found to cover the immediate $685 million shortfall in Transit’s budget, but this won’t address the problem with the needed projects which aren’t currently on Transit’s books at all.

“Some of New Zealand’s most dangerous stretches of road are going to be left untouched for maybe fifteen years or more, with entirely avoidable loss of life.  Millions of litres of fuel will effectively be wasted as inadequate roads fail to cope with traffic growth.  The economic effects will be increasingly severe, particularly for businesses and exporters, as well as families and communities. The environment will pay too through unnecessary emissions.

“The Prime Minister made a commitment in her Statement to Parliament that ‘the government will be working closely with the transport agencies, local government, and Auckland stakeholders and communities to meet the goals we have set for major improvements over the next decade’.  That undertaking is very welcome but there is a risk that other parts of the country could be neglected by a focus on Auckland alone. 

What is needed now is for Government, local government, the Forum representing the road transport industry and other business and road user groups to urgently work together to find an equitable solution to the road funding shortfall.”

“The Government must acknowledge the size of the problem it faces and look for an agreed path forward.” 
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