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Media Release

17 April 2008
Unions should challenge Government’s transport policies
Drivers’ unions should be giving the Minister of Transport the message that the Government’s transport policies are directly holding down truck drivers’ pay rates, Road Transport Forum New Zealand Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander told the New Zealand Freight Transport Summit 2008 in Wellington today.

New Zealand truck drivers get paid less than they would earn in Australia because Government policies restrict their productivity, Mr Friedlander says.  “You don’t need to be an economist to know there is a direct link between how productive a person is and how much they can earn.  New Zealand’s current heavy-vehicle weight limits means driver productivity is lower than in Australia.”
Mr Friedlander compared same-sized New Zealand and Australian truck and trailer combinations travelling 100,000 kilometres with a 60% load.  “The New Zealand combination would carry 1.68 million tonne-kilometres.  The comparable Australian unit would achieve 2.04 million tonne-kilometres.”
“The result is that Australian operators can pay higher wages and offer lower freight rates because their drivers and trucks are more productive.  It’s as simple as that.”
What the driver gets in the hand is also a factor, Mr Friedlander says.  “New Zealand’s higher income tax rates just compound the problem.
“But if the unions are serious about wanting to increase their members’ pay packets they should be talking to Government about its transport policies.”
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