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Media Release

4 July 2008
Massive turnout for trucking protest
Around 4,500 trucks took part in today’s protest over the timing of the Government’s increase in Road User Charges and the way they were brought in.  “This is an outstanding turnout,” Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says.  “The total commercial road transport fleet in New Zealand is around 22,000.  To have nearly 20% on the road in support of the Forum’s position is a stunning result, especially as the protest was organised in a matter of days and many who wanted to be involved could not reorganise their schedules in time.”

Protests were held in Whangarei, Auckland, Hamilton, Tauranga, Rotorua, Palmerston North, Wellington, Nelson, Christchurch, Timaru, Dunedin, Gore, Invercargill and some other smaller centres.

Mr Friedlander says all the reports he has received from protest co-ordinators are that the protests were well managed and drivers obeyed the guidelines for taking part.  “I understand the Police generally were positive about the way the protests were managed. Because of the sheer volume of trucks it did take longer than planned to clear some centres, which we regret. But the support we have received from the public and in online and other polls has been extraordinary.”

As a result of the protests, the Minister of Transport has agreed to set up a working party to examine the formula used to set Road User Charges.  “It is not clear exactly what this means and we will be trying to clarify this with the Minister over the next few days.  We will be taking a constructive approach, but it is clear from today’s protest that the industry wants to see some significant changes in the way they contribute to the costs of roads.” 
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