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Media Release

3 February 2009
Move to streamline RMA process essential
Streamlining the approval process for roads deemed to be projects of national importance is crucial, especially in the current economic climate, says the Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Tony Friedlander.   “New Zealand simply can’t afford the cost of the delays to new roads caused by the current planning approval process.  It’s not just the time lost in achieving the benefits the improved roading will deliver, it’s also the escalation of costs that take place with a protracted decision-making process.
“People who may be affected by a project must have the opportunity to have their opinions fairly considered, but there are now overwhelming signs that habitual objectors have been holding up planning decisions for an inordinate length of time without improving the final outcome.  They are effectively using time as a weapon. We hope the proposed changes are aimed at removing costly disruptions and producing a more balanced decision-making process.”
Mr Friedlander says that the issue of compensation for people who would have to move to allow a project to go ahead should also be looked into. “We suggest that people who are directly affected should be paid a premium for their properties to acknowledge the inconvenience and disappointment they would be caused. Compensation is a relatively small part of the overall costs of major projects and the extra amount would be more than covered by the saving in time and money this should produce.
“Overall we think the proposed changes to the RMA are extremely welcome. The sooner they are in place the better for the country.”

Details: Tony Friedlander  Mob: (027) 448 3163
Please note: Mr Friedlander is in meetings this afternoon and will only be available for further comment between 6pm and 7pm.
Road Transport Forum New Zealand Inc – 93 Boulcott Street, P O Box 1778, Wellington

Ph: (04) 472 3877    Fax: (04) 471 2649    Email: forum@rtfnz.co.nz

RMA reform 2009.doc

