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Media Release

12 August 2009
Simpler Road User Charges regime essential
The Road Transport Forum is disappointed with the decision to keep the Road User Charges system, but it will enter into discussions with the Government over its proposed changes with an open mind, says Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander.  “In particular we hope our discussions can address the sheer waste of money and high level of evasion caused by the present regime.”
Mr Friedlander says that the Forum still believed that a diesel tax would be a more efficient option, but it will look to see whether some of the issues with the RUC system it raised can be addressed by what is now being proposed.  “The Forum supports a diesel tax because it would have been simpler.  The Minister of Transport, Steven Joyce, is promising a simpler, modernised RUC system which hopefully will reduce the compliance costs our industry faces. 
“It is also encouraging that the Minister has picked up on the point made by the independent review group that light diesel vehicles and light trucks should be paying more towards roading costs and said that this relativity issue will be steadily addressed over time.
“One of the reasons why New Zealand road transport rates are significantly higher than those in Australia is because of the higher Government charges imposed on trucking operators here.  If New Zealand is to achieve the productivity gains the Government has set as an objective, it is essential that charging system for heavy trucks is fair and cost efficient.  That is the outcome the Forum will be seeking from its discussions with Government over these proposals.”
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