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Media Release

13 March 2009
REGIONAL FUEL TAX DECISION APPLAUDED
“The inefficiency and waste resulting from the very high administrative and compliance costs which would have accompanied regional diesel taxes fully justify the Government’s decision to dump the proposed tax.  We congratulate the Minister for making that decision,” Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says.
“We agree that trucks must pay their fair share of roading costs but we were strongly opposed to the imposition of a regional fuel tax because it was going to add substantial extra overhead costs through the operation of a refund system for diesel used off-road.  Those extra administration and compliance costs would have wasted a very high proportion of the tax gathered and would not have been available to improve the roading system.
“Waste of that type would have been stupid so we congratulate the Minister Steven Joyce for reversing what was an ill-considered policy,” Mr Friedlander says.
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