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Media Release

19 August 2008
Roading costs and charges review to address industry concerns

The terms of reference for the review of roading costs and charging systems looks as though they cover the main points trucking operators wanted addressed, says Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander. 
“The road transport industry is seriously concerned about the way the cost allocation model allocates costs and the impact it has on the users of road transport, especially the export sector.  A review of the way revenue is collected from diesel users is also well overdue because of the huge level of bureaucracy and cost involved in the present system and the great difficulty in getting a fair enforcement system operating.”

Having these matters examined in a comprehensive way by the independent working group announced by the Minister of Transport, Annette King, is a major step forward, Mr Friedlander says.

“It’s a positive outcome from the July trucking protest and the Minister’s subsequent agreement to the Forum’s request for a thorough, impartial review of the current system.  Trucking operators are pleased at the approach the Government has agreed to take and are looking forward to having a constructive input into the working group’s review.” 
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