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Media Release

29 June 2006

Road spending needs to be sustained

Delivery of the higher funding for new roads and greater construction certainty promised in this year’s budget is both welcome and necessary Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says, after Land Transport New Zealand and Transit revealed their spending plans for the coming year.   But he says a few years of added investment on its own won’t be enough to meet future traffic growth.

“These announcements mean a greater level of certainty for state highway development in the near future. The road transport industry applauds the Government’s recognition of the need to lift levels of investment and the way they have provided greater funding certainty.

“But the industry is concerned about planning for the medium, let alone the long term.  New Zealand needs a sustained higher level of funding in its roading network to meet transport demand growth over the next decade or more.  It is important that the demand for roading in the medium term is identified so that the best way to programme and fund it can be addressed.  We need to learn from past mistakes because New Zealand cannot afford to go through another period where traffic growth outstrips the roading networks ability to handle it efficiently and safely,” Mr Friedlander says.

“Transit and Land Transport New Zealand’s announcements provide a breathing space for this vital policy work to be done.”
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