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Media Release

20 March 2008
Is the Government really serious about emissions reduction?
Over four times as much CO2 could be saved by allowing some trucks to increase their payload by another six tonnes than will be saved by using biofuels, Road Transport Forum NZ CEO Tony Friedlander told the Local Government and Environment Select Committee this afternoon.
“Using 5% biofuel across the entire New Zealand commercial freight fleet will reduce carbon emissions by 76,000 tonnes a year on our calculations.  Allowing increased payloads would give annual CO2 emissions savings of 335,000 tonnes,” Mr Friedlander says.  “This would be achieved by allowing existing vehicles to operate more efficiently by increasing their payloads by up to six tonnes, with a permit system designed to stop freight moving from rail or coastal shipping to trucks.”
If Government was really serious about reducing emissions as quickly as possible and cost effectively as possible it would move urgently to allow trucks to carry heavier loads, Mr Friedlander says.
“The Forum is not opposed to the introduction of biofuels, but we have difficulty understanding why Government is willing to rush to the real risks of implementing its biofuels programme in the timetable it has set when these larger, easily-achieved CO2 emissions cuts are available.

“The fact that the Government is not moving with urgency to obtain the four-times greater CO2 reductions and the fuel savings from allowing trucks to operate more efficiently calls into question whether the biofuels programme is simply a symbolic political act rather than part of a comprehensive, co-ordinated programme to seriously address the issue of carbon reduction.” Mr Friedlander says.
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