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Big questions over surface transport study costs

The Road Transport Forum will need some time to work through the complete report but, on a first reading, there are some questionable costs built into the Surface Transport Costs and Charges Study, Road Transport Forum New Zealand says. 

For example a massive $750 million has been allocated to a return on the capital invested in the roading network.  But all road users, both car and truck owners, have paid for the cost of buying the land and building the roads upfront.  Expecting a capital return or “interest” when road users have already paid the bill is like the Government suggesting homeowners pay rent when they own their properties.

The Forum will also be analysing exactly how the study decided that road users are not meeting $670 million in “additional accident costs” and over $1.1 billion in “environmental costs”.  These could be figures literally plucked out of the air.  But a better roading network would reduce accidents, cut congestion and reduce emissions. Certainly shifting freight on to rail is not an answer as recent studies have found that per tonne carried rail in New Zealand produces more emissions than road transport.

All previous Ministry of Transport studies have concluded that the road transport industry is more than meeting its share of the costs of building and maintaining roads, so the Forum will be examining the claim that trucks meet only 56% of their costs very critically.  It is vital costs are correctly calculated and ascribed because road transport is essential to keeping New Zealand and the productive sector working.  Any move to add unjustified extra costs will directly affect the New Zealand economy.

The Forum will comment in detail once it has thoroughly analysed the study.

Please note Tony Friedlander, the Forum CEO, is overseas and not available for further comment
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