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Media Release

27 August 2009
Transport spending taking the right direction
The changed approach taken by the New Zealand Transport Agency in its programme for the next three years is commendable says Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander.  “The focus on freight routes and on improvements, notably the Roads of National Importance, aimed at boosting economic growth and productivity are essential for helping New Zealand pull itself out of recession and for building the platform for sustained growth in the future.

“We are delighted to see that an extra 19% will go into new state highways over the next three years, especially given the emphasis which is now being put on efficiency and effectiveness in all spending.  The 12% increase in road maintenance will also be welcomed by all road users, not just transport operators.”

Mr Friedlander says trucking operators would appreciate the way the spending programme was based on the most optimistic funding forecasts and that it avoids the carrying over of surpluses as has happened previously.  “Combined with the Agency statement that this programme establishes a platform for a more ambitious version in the following three years, this indicates that the Agency seriously intends to get on with the job of building better roads.”
Details: Tony Friedlander Ph: (04) 472 3877 Mob: (027) 448 3163
Road Transport Forum New Zealand Inc – 93 Boulcott Street, P O Box 1778, Wellington

Ph: (04) 472 3877    Fax: (04) 471 2649    Email: forum@rtfnz.co.nz

2009-12 NLTP.doc

