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Truck road safety improving

Truck road safety is improving according to preliminary figures provided by the Ministry of Transport.  “Contrary to the impression created by recent news stories, trucks are involved in a very small proportion of accidents,” says Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander.  “But most significantly, the percentage of fatal accidents caused by trucks has reduced substantially, by over 30% on a distance travelled basis, since 2000.”

Road transport operators put a lot of effort into making sure their trucks and drivers share the road safely, Mr Friedlander says.   “So we were very concerned at reports saying there has been a rise in accidents involving trucks.  We have analysed the Ministry’s statistics and these tell a very positive story about heavy trucks and their drivers.

“Over 92% of all road accidents don’t involve a truck.  Of those that do, around two thirds of injury accidents between a truck and another vehicle are caused by the other vehicle.”

Despite the greatly increased total distance trucks collectively travel every year, the percentage  of total accidents involving trucks has declined slightly from 7.92% in 2000 to 7.82% in 2006.  “The most important safety measure is the figures for truck at fault involvement in fatal accidents per billion kilometres travelled.  These show a nearly continuous reduction over the past seven years.

“Truck operators take road safety seriously, as the statistics show.  Despite this improvement, the industry is continuing to work hard to further improve its safety performance through proposing measures such as the Operator Safety Rating System which Land Transport New Zealand is now developing.  We will keep on analysing the accident reports to see if there are further measures we can implement.

“However, improving road safety isn’t just about drivers and vehicles, it’s also about the roads they use.  Many were built to handle a fraction of the traffic they now carry, and that is a major cause of the road toll involving all types of vehicles.  New Zealand’s level of investment in its roading network still lags behind many other countries.  One of the most effective ways to reduce all vehicle accidents is to increase investment in safer roads.”
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