[image: image1.jpg]



Media Release

30 January 2009
TRUCKING INDUSTRY APPLAUDS 

MINISTER OF TRANSPORT
“The Minister of Transport’s decision to re-examine the tunnel option for the Waterview Connection is applauded by the trucking industry,” Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says.

“Like all other road users we want to see the Western Ring Route completed promptly but the tunnel option has always been politically driven and a gross extravagance.  An at-grade motorway will cost considerably less, will have lower operating costs and will better cater for future traffic growth.
“We welcome the Minister’s decision not only for seeking value for money on the Western Ring Route but also for the way it will lead to competent and more prudent infrastructure decision making,” Mr Friedlander says.
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