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Media Release

5 June 2008
Waterview tunnel too costly and potentially too limited
Tunnelling under Avondale for the Waterview Connection will add between half a billion and a billion dollars to the construction costs compared to building at grade says a Road Transport Forum spokesman.  A two-lane tunnel wouldn’t be easily expanded to cope with future traffic growth either.  A three-lane tunnel would just push the extra cost even higher.
Trucking companies in Auckland strongly support building the Waterview Connection to complete the Western Ring Route, but opting for a tunnel means that other urgently needed projects don’t get funding.

A half a billion dollars would pay for the Onehunga East Tamaki Connection the spokesman says.  “Half a billion dollars would also pay for the Northern Busway Extension to Silverdale.  This would improve public transport, reduce the number of cars on the road and cut emissions.  It would also be welcomed by Aucklanders living in the area who are struggling with higher fuel bills and would like the option of using an efficient bus service.  Both could have been built for a billion dollars.”
All the other motorway projects in Auckland are being built at grade and there is no logical reason why this project should be any different, especially when on Transit’s own calculations, it is only marginally economic.  Why should a road through Avondale be treated any differently from Mt Roskill?

The Government’s own Ministerial Advisory Group on Roading Costs in 2006 warned of a tendency for Transit to opt for projects which cost more than necessary and that there needed to be a focus on cost efficiency in evaluating projects to achieve value for money.  “The tunnel option is not value for money when it means other projects can’t make the cut.”
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