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Media Release

3 May 2004

Transfund’s Wellington Bypass decision ends ridiculous delays

Funding the Wellington motorway bypass is a victory for rational decision making and will deliver real benefits to the whole Wellington region, Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says.

“The impact goes even wider.  Wellington is a national business and transport hub.  Cutting congestion and travel time, as the Bypass will, will have national as well as local economic benefits.

“The shame is that a small group of self-interested latter-day Luddites were allowed to stymie a development that the majority of Wellingtonians have clearly indicated they needed for a long time.  Local businesses have had the growing delays push up their transport costs.  Residents have had to cope with unnecessarily long travel times.  These are the people who have had to pay for the self-righteousness of a minority.

“Transfund’s decision should end a process which has become ridiculous.  Now it’s time to get on with it.  Even latter-day Luddites need their muesli delivered.”
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