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Media Release
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New rules will make trucking safer

New work time and logbook rules released today will make it easier and more practical for truck drivers to keep track of the hours they work, Road Transport Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander says.  

“Other changes make it an offence to require, direct or allow a driver to breach a work time restriction.  By extending the ‘chain of responsibility’ to anyone who requires or allows a driver to breach their working hours, the new rule will lessen the risk of pressure on the driver or company owner to break the law.”

The Forum welcomes both these new measures, Mr Friedlander says.  “We have been urging Government to tidy up the law to make complying simpler for drivers. The new rules will help reduce the risk of drivers accidentally exceeding their work time limits.  The chain of responsibility provisions were proposed by the Forum a few years ago.  Last year they were applied to maximum gross vehicle weights.  Their extension now to work time and logbook offences will help make the commercial road transport sector even safer.”

The worktime and logbook rule no longer requires drivers to distinguish between driving hours and other work.  Filling in start and finish times based on a 24-hour period as required under old rule could make taking the required break difficult to calculate.  With the new rule the driver’s work day will begin after the last 10-hour break. “The old approach was complex and allowed a lot of opportunities for inadvertent errors, both in observing the working hours requirements and in filling in the forms.  The new format makes the risk of miscalculation or simple mistakes a lot less likely.  Rule changes also ensure that an administrative mistake won’t cost a driver his or her licence and livelihood.”

Mr Friedlander says when the new rules come into effect on 1 October this year, they will mark the end of several years hard work by the Forum to make compliance easier for the industry while at the same time helping to make trucking safer.
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