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Media Release

17 March 2006
Strong opposition to tolls 

Road Transport Forum New Zealand will strongly oppose the introduction of road tolls or other additional charges while millions of dollars already being taken from road users aren’t being spent on roads, says Forum Chief Executive Officer Tony Friedlander, ahead of the release of a Ministry of Transport report expected to flag the possibility of imposing additional charges and tolls on Auckland roads.

“Hundreds of millions of dollars will be taken off road users this year and go nowhere near the roads.  Over $600 million in petrol taxes is being skimmed straight into the Government’s piggy bank. 

“A further $270 million, or 16% of the land transport budget provided by road users through petrol taxes and Road User Charges, is now diverted to fund public transport and other non-road uses.  That’s a 300% increase in the amount taken from road users in only five years, up from just under $53 million or 5% of the total land transport budget.   We accept that some of the money collected through petrol tax should go into public transport but believe that there must be some reasonable limit set on how much of that total bill road users are expected to pay.

“It’s totally inequitable to even talk about putting tolls on roads while at the same time taking more and more of the money road users already provide for non-roading uses.”

It should also be recognised that the present tolling policy is already unfair and unworkable Mr Friedlander says. “Travel from Auckland to Northland and you will be expected to pay a toll at Alpurt.  Travel south to Hamilton over new highways and it’s free.

“The Western Ring Road is intended to divert traffic off State Highway 1.  It will be tolled but State Highway 1, on which they want to constrain traffic growth, won’t.  How sensible is that?  What’s more the people who live in West Auckland will pay a toll but people living and working in the higher socio-economic communities of Remuera and Parnell won’t.   How fair is that?” Mr Friedlander says.

“The case for increased investment in roading is overwhelming.  Trucks will pay around $800 million this year, more than double the per-truck rate in Australia, the United States and Canada, and our members are willing to pay a bit more to provide their fair share of the additional investment needed.  But they are not prepared to be robbed through tolls or other additional charges while the present charging system is so obviously unfair.

“The Forum will be very happy to work with Government and officials to help identify sensible ways to fund the roading budget, but it is important this includes a complete reform of the road charging system and not simply the ad-hoc introduction of tolls on top of existing charges.”
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