Media Release
5 June 2019

New awards reflect changing face of road transport
Promoting diversity and inclusion will help with a sustainable supply of workers,
Road Transport Forum chief executive Nick Leggett says in announcing two new
industry awards focused on women and young drivers.
Entries are now open for the Teletrac Navman Outstanding Contribution by a
Woman in the Road Transport Industry and the EROAD Young Driver of the Year
(under 35) awards. Along with the VTNZ Supreme Contribution to Road
Transport and EROAD Outstanding Contribution to Health and Safety awards,
these awards will be presented at the NZ Road Transport Industry Awards Gala
Dinner on Wednesday, 25 September, at Wairakei Resort near Taupo.
“We want all comers to consider a career in road transport, which at the moment
has a leaning towards older men; but the faces are certainly changing,” Leggett
says.
“There are some outstanding women and young people who make their careers
in our industry and they are contributing fresh ideas and new ways of thinking to
the companies they work for.
“RTF and our associations have long been trying to encourage a more diverse
industry workforce to ensure we have enough drivers now and in the future, so it
follows that our industry awards should reflect that.”
The four NZ Road Transport Industry Awards collectively honour activities,
innovations and achievements that ultimately improve the daily lives of the
public, or ensure the industry is a rewarding and safe environment to work in.
Entry guidelines and nomination details can be found on the RTF website here.
The awards dinner is at the conclusion of the 2019 RTF Conference and details
about that can be found here.
For more information contact:
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About Road Transport Forum New Zealand (RTF)
RTF provides unified national representation for several regional trucking
associations. RTF members include Road Transport Associations NZ, National
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Road Carriers, and NZ Trucking Association. The affiliated representation of the
RTF is about 3,000 individual road transport companies which in turn, operate
16-18,000 trucks involved in road freight transport, as well as companies that
provide services allied to road freight transport.
The road freight transport industry employs 26,600 people (3.0% of the
workforce), has a gross annual turnover of $6 billion, and transports about 70%
of New Zealand’s land-based freight measured on a tonne/kilometre basis.
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