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Prime Minister needs to read cannabis bill
The Prime Minister clearly hasn’t read the draft bill to legalise recreational
cannabis, Road Transport Forum (RTF) chief executive Nick Leggett says.
“That was clear after watching her answer a question at Parliament yesterday,
on the bill and the 2020 election referendum,” Leggett says.
“For her to say ‘what we prepared is a draft bill so that there will be that full
information to members of the public – that if they support the bill, that is the
legislation that at least three parties in this House have said that they will then
support to enact’ (Hansard), is misleading and clearly shows she has not read
the draft bill.
“In its current form, the bill is too incomplete to vote on in an election
referendum this year. People need the full picture before such an important
vote, with such far reaching consequences.
“For a start, there is no consideration for workplace and road safety. Already,
the number of people being killed by drug impaired drivers on New Zealand
roads is higher than those killed by drivers above the legal alcohol limit.
“We care about road safety and we cannot see how this bill will in any way
contribute to safer roads.
“International research shows that with legalisation of cannabis comes higher
use and new users. It also shows that a lot of the people who currently purchase
cannabis illegally, continue to use those suppliers after legalisation, because of
price.
“Employers and Boards are bound by strict health and safety legislation and we
cannot see how this bill in any way correlates to that. In fact, the legislation that
covers this, is not mentioned in the list of relationships ‘between Act and other
enactments’.
“The Minister who introduced the bill (Hon Andrew Little) was quoted as saying
that exploring the risks of drugged driving and workplace impairment would be
pushed back until after the referendum vote. We don’t believe that is good
enough.
“We believe people should be given all the facts before they vote on this bill.
“We also believe all parties should be clear on whether or not they consider the
referendum binding,” Leggett says.
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About Road Transport Forum New Zealand (RTF)
RTF provides unified national representation for several regional trucking
associations. RTF members include Road Transport Association NZ, National
Road Carriers, and NZ Trucking Association. The affiliated representation of the
RTF is about 3,000 individual road transport companies which in turn, operate
16-18,000 trucks involved in road freight transport, as well as companies that
provide services allied to road freight transport.
The road freight transport industry employs 32,868 people (2.0% of the
workforce), has a gross annual turnover of $6 billion, and transports 93% of the
total tonnes of freight moved in New Zealand.
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